CEMETERY RULES FOR ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH
These rules shall supersede all previous rules and regulations concerning burial in St. John’s Lutheran Church Cemetery.
ITEM I	
	The Cemetery of St. John’s Church is the property of St. John’s Lutheran Church of Concord, North Carolina, and shall be used at its discretion.
ITEM II
	No grave shall be opened without the consent of a member of the cemetery committee.  The control of vacant spaces shall be under the jurisdiction of the cemetery committee.  The cemetery committee may arrange lots for more grace spaces.
ITEM III
	The privilege of burial – free of charge – shall be limited to active members of St. John’s Lutheran Church.  (Refer to ITEM VI for inactive members.)  At the time of burial a fee for the current cost of a simple marker will be paid, unless a marker has already been erected.  The fee taken for the marker will be refunded to the family if a marker is erected on the grave plot within one year of burial.  If a marker is not erected within one year, the Cemetery Committee has the right to buy a marker.
ITEM IV
	When a burial plot is assigned to a family it shall be limited to members of that family who are members of the congregation.
ITEM V
	When a church member transfers his or her membership the right to an assigned grave plot is forfeited.  If a transferring member wishes to retain his or her assigned plot, payment for the maintenance of the cemetery must be made within six months.
ITEM VI
	Burial for non-members and grossly inactive members (a member whose name has been removed from the church roles or not listed in the current role book due to inactivity – failure to commune and contribute) will be $750.00 for the maintenance of the St. John’s Lutheran Church Cemetery, plus the current cost for a simple marker.  The fee taken for the marker will be refunded to the family if a marker is erected on the grave plot within one year of burial.  If a marker is not erected within one year, the Cemetery Committee has the right to buy a marker.  Fees for non-members must be arranged before a grave space can be opened.
ITEM VII
	The Committee reserves the right to accept or reject any or all offers of non-members.
ITEM VIII
	The family is responsible for opening and the removal of excess dirt from the grave.  The family is responsible for the removal of items left on the grave that are tattered or out of season, such as flowers.  The Cemetery Committee can remove items improperly maintained.
ITEM IX
	Maintenance fees for the cemetery are deposited in the Cemetery Fund of St. John’s Lutheran Church and they shall not be refunded.
ITEM X 
	Sons and daughters of the congregation in full-time Christian Service, or retired from full-time Christian Service, and pastors who have been formerly called by St. John’s may be buried free of charge, if the family desires.
ITEM XI
	No curbing is to be placed around cemetery lots.  Corners must be on ground level.
(a) Curbing may be removed at the discretion of the cemetery committee.
(b) No trees may be placed in the cemetery.
(c) Trees and shrubs may be removed at the discretion of the cemetery committee.
(d) A solid concrete foundation no less than 4 inches in depth and no less than 4 inches from the monument extending at ground level on all sides shall be placed beneath the marker.
(e) A member of the cemetery committee must approve the foundation before the marker is erected.  The cemetery committee shall be notified 15 days prior to date of placing any marker in the cemetery.
(f) No grave mound shall be maintained above surface level.
(g) No outside wooden containers for caskets are permitted.  Grave liners will be installed in concrete or steel where vaults are not used.
ITEM XII
	Congregation Council will act upon any item not carried in these rules.

					- Approved by the congregation of St. John’s Lutheran Church on November 13, 2005.

	
	
