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Wedding Policy

INTRODUCTION
This booklet is to assist you in making plans for your wedding at St. John's Lutheran Church and to give you information as to the policies set forth and approved by the Congregation Council to assure order and harmony in all weddings.  You are facing one of the most joyful and meaningful journeys of your life.  Naturally, you are excited, hopeful, and full of dreams.  Many of your hopes and dreams will be realized.  Some of them may be supplanted with realities of another sort.  For Christians, “getting married” is something more than simply establishing a pleasurable human relationship.  Just as your occupation required training and preparation, so does your marriage.  Your church helps you to prepare yourself by providing opportunities for reading and study, activities for personal and family life enrichment, and the privilege of private conferences with the pastor, as you prepare for your special day.  We are excited that you have chosen the church as the place to perform this most sacred service.  

Marriage is a life-long commitment to live as husband and wife, sharing the joys and excitement of every moment every day.  Your desire to have a church wedding is indicative of the fact that you seek God’s blessing upon your marriage and this can be the foundation of a good marriage for years to come.

First, just relax!  The purpose of a church wedding is to share your joy with your friends and allow to the congregation to join you as you invoke God’s blessings upon your marriage.  The purpose is not to “put on a show” for your friends.  It is to share your words of love and promises to each other.  That will be done!  So, relax and make this the most joyous moment in your lives.

In this booklet, you will find a brief description of what the church offers you and what it requires of you in regard to your wedding.  Refer to it often as you make plans in preparation for your wedding day.  The prospective bride and groom are asked to read this booklet entirely.  A form attesting that they have read this booklet and they will agree to its terms is to be signed by the bride and groom.  A date will not be reserved on the church calendar until the form is returned to the pastor.  The risk of not abiding by St. John’s Wedding Guidelines and Policies is that those professionals employed for the wedding may not be allowed back to participate in future weddings.

CONFERENCES WITH THE PASTOR
It is most important that couples preparing to be married examine the basis of their relationship, both the strength areas and the growth areas, which exist between two people.  In addition to required participation in a series of premarital sessions, an initial conference with the pastor is necessary.  Couples should advise their plans very early.  This means, of course, that couples should not expect to come with only four weeks notice of their intention to be married.  It is to your advantage to plan your conferences with the pastor at least four months in advance of the wedding date.  This makes possible for an unhurried preparation and also leaves the final weeks before the wedding free for you to attend to the thousand and one details that always seem to come up, even in the most modest weddings.  The conferences with the pastor consist of at least three sessions.  During these sessions, you will discuss personality types and how each of your personalities will affect the marriage relationship.  You will also examine how the pressures of finances, in-laws, sex, and children, and your family of origin will play a significant role in the marriage.  

During the sessions with the pastor, you will be asked to complete a personality profile assessment, which will quickly indicate many of your preconceptions about marriage.  This profile will be used in the following sessions.  It is strictly confidential and will not be shared with anyone without written permission, nor discussed with one member of the couple without the other being present. 

The premarital counseling sessions are designed to help and assist you as a couple to grow stronger in your faith and your love for each other and to understand the real problems that exists within relationships today.  With the divorce rate over 50% for first marriages, and even higher for second marriages, it is important that we understand the scriptural relationship of marriage, as we examine the physical and psychological aspects of a growing relationship.

Those individuals who have been previously married and have children may be asked to bring your children in for a brief session with the pastor so that he can discuss with them some of the aspects of step-parenting and their relationship to their biological parents.

Due to the nature of this Christian counseling and your desire to have a church wedding, it is advised that the couple be intentional concerning their life together in the membership of the Church.  Marriages are made stronger by couples committing their relationship to God, as in the marriage vows, and to continue that covenant by regularly attending God’s house and being active in the ministry of the congregation.  For couples who do not have a church home, or if one of you is not a member at St. John’s, we invite you to strongly consider St. John’s as your church home. The place where a couple marries is a very special place indeed.  Couples are invited to talk about church membership with the pastor and outline plans for the future so far as church life and their life with Christ is concerned.  

While there may be a small cost for the scoring of your personality inventory, there is no fee for these counseling sessions, as they are part of the ministry of the church and pastor.

We ask for your cooperation in scheduling appointments - the pastor has numerous evening appointments - thus, if possible, daytime appointments are preferred.  If this is impossible, the pastor will schedule an evening time.  We ask that, if at all possible, you clear your calendar to meet on a date when the pastor is available.  The dates of your appointments will be discussed during the first session.  If you must change an appointment, please give the pastor at least 24 hours notice.

SEXUALITY POLICY

St. John’s Lutheran Church supports the Biblical teachings that having sex outside of the marriage covenant is against God’s will, and therefore, chastity is affirmed.  It is highly encouraged that couples refrain from sexual activity prior to their wedding.  Also, the blessing of same-sex unions will be forbidden at St. John’s and by its pastor(s) in other settings.

GENERAL ARRANGEMENTS
It is advisable to make wedding arrangements as far in advance as possible. The use of the church is the right of church membership, and therefore there is no charge for use of the building.  

The sanctuary cannot be officially reserved until two requirements are met:

a) Non-members pay the fee to reserve the sanctuary.

   b) The Wedding Policy Manual is thoroughly read and an agreement is signed by the 

         prospective bride and groom, and is delivered to the pastor of St. John’s.  The agreement

         will be considered “binding” with the risk of professionals not being invited to return in the 

         future upon a reported violation of the agreement.

The sanctuary seats about 483 people and, therefore, is adequate for nearly every wedding.  

The Fellowship Building is available for receptions and should be reserved at the same time the date for the wedding is reserved.  It is important that we know well in advance, since there are a number of community groups that use our Fellowship Building.  There is no charge for the use of the building for members of St. John’s.

The couple will arrange with the pastor for scheduling the counseling sessions. If either party has been divorced, this matter should be made known and discussed with the pastor.  The couple is also responsible for making their own arrangements and appointments with the church organist, as soon as possible.  The pastor does not do organist arrangements.  The bridal couple in consultation with the church organist does this.  Music chosen for the service should be in good taste and complementary of a church worship service.  Secular music (popular or top 40) will not be used as music for a wedding.  If you have any questions, consult with the pastor during your pre-marital counseling sessions.

A Wedding Planning Worksheet is found later in this booklet.  Please complete it and bring it to the pastor no later than the final counseling session.

CHOOSING THE DATE AND TIME

Before the couple makes a final choice of a date for the wedding they will need to consult with the pastor to have it placed on the church calendar.  The pastor needs to determine that no other congregational activities have been scheduled during that time and that there are no other commitments on the pastor’s calendar.  It is advised that the couple have two or three possible dates in order of preference when consulting with the pastor.  Note: DO NOT sign any contracts with a reception facility or catering service until your date is made certain at the church with the pastor. 

A formal wedding during the season of Lent is discouraged at St. John’s.  In this season, the mood of worship is set by the observance of the suffering and death of Christ; thus, it is a time of repentance and not one of joyfulness.  Weddings are not permitted during Holy Week.  The type of reception that is to follow the service usually determines the time of the service.  For example, if you have a formal dinner reception, then you will want to have a late afternoon wedding.    If two or more weddings are scheduled for the same day, a separation of at least four hours between services will be necessary. 

WEDDINGS OUTSIDE THE CHURCH
The pastor will officiate at weddings that are held in a place other than the church.  If this is your plan, please advise the pastor during your first appointment.  A drawing of the area or floor plan will be needed by the third session so that plans can be made as to the procession and placement of the wedding party.  Consideration will be given to the distance to the wedding site and the practicality of the site before the pastoral staff makes a commitment.

OFFICIATING CLERGY
The pastor of St. John’s is usually the officiating minister for people who are members of St. John’s.  However, due to the amount of weddings that could occur in the sanctuary, St. John’s pastor usually does not officiate a wedding service for non-members.  When the couple desires to have another clergy conduct or participate in the ceremony, they are to get the consent of the pastor of St. John’s Lutheran Church.  It is understood that all clergy participating in the ceremonies held in the church will have a Christian orientation.  It is customary that the host pastor will invite the assisting pastor.  The couple is responsible for supply the visiting pastor with a copy of St. John’s Wedding Guidelines and Policies if the pastor of St. John’s is not officiating in the wedding service.

Should the pastor of St. John’s be involved in the service the division of the service will be made by the pastor of St. John’s, in consultation with you and the guest pastor.  We welcome the presence of other clergy from other denominations, and enjoy the work that we can do together in a marriage service.  There are some denominations that do not allow their clergy to participate in services of another denomination.  Please check with the other pastor to make sure this isn’t a problem.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Usually the pastor takes a brief time for announcements at the beginning of the service.  The announcements will include a welcome and thank you to those in attendance, there will be no flash pictures permitted during the service and to turn off any cell phones and beepers.  You may desire an additional announcement at this time, such as an invitation to the reception.

DECORATIONS
St. John’s Church is a place of reverence and dignified beauty.  It does not require “decorations” to make it a place suited for services such as a wedding.  Efforts to change the appearance with elaborate decorations only mar the effect of this sacred place.  Since the Lutheran Church is a liturgical church, the paraments (altar, pulpit, and lectern hangings) always remain in the liturgical color of the season of the year in which the wedding is being held.  These paraments will not be changed because of the color of the floral decorations or dresses of the Bridesmaids.  White is the color for the Christmas and Easter seasons and few festivals, but there is no color assigned for weddings.

FLOWERS
No flowers may be placed directly on the altar.  However, two bouquets of live cut flowers may be placed directly upon the altar vases on either end of the altar.  Flowers in the church are not for decoration, but are symbols of God the Creator, and as such, must be designed to adorn the chancel, not compete with it.  Flowers should never reach higher than the altar cross and, if at all possible, not to rise above the altar candles.  The florist will be responsible for the arrangement of the flowers and delivery on the day of the wedding at least two hours in advance of the time of the service.  Artificial flowers are not to be used.  Additional flowers and greenery should be used only sparingly and should not deny access to any spot in the chancel.

If you wish to leave flowers for Sunday services, please contact the church secretary as soon as possible so that it may be included in the Sunday bulletin.  The bride should sign the flower chart hanging in the flower room to reserve that specific date.  If the flowers are not to be given to the church for Sunday, it is the responsibility of the bridal couple to remove the flowers from the altar after the wedding ceremony.  The bride to provide the florist the information contained in Addendum III, entitled “Instructions for the Florist” Ribbons (optional) are to be used to indicate family seating and will be furnished by the florist.  The use of an aisle cloth or flower petals is not permitted because of the danger of slipping.  If flowers have already been reserved for that Sunday, the wedding flowers may be used on the additional flower stands.  The use of nails, screws, and wire in decorating the altar, narthex, or Fellowship Building is not permitted.  If you do not have a florist consult the church secretary, as there are several with which the church does business and are familiar with our church procedure and have keys for the purpose of floral deliveries. 

CANDELABRA AND THE UNITY CANDLE
The use of candles during the wedding service is very important and symbolic.  The two candles that are in the sanctuary on the altar are to remain in that position during weddings.  They may be lighted along with the other candles, but they are not to be removed for any reason whatsoever.  Other candelabra may be placed in the altar area in consultation with the pastor, florist, and the bridal couple. Candles from temporary candelabras should not stand higher than the candles on the altar and definitely not higher than the altar cross.  A pair of brass, 7-candle, candelabras is available at most florists and are suitable for the wedding service.  Artificial or spring-loaded candles should not be used due to their unpredictability, therefore, wax candles are recommended.  With the use of candelabra, plastic protectors must be placed under them to protect the carpet from dripping wax.  Contrary to what some may tell you, there is no such thing as a “drip-less” candle.  Extra candelabra are not “required” for a wedding.

A Candlelight Service (optional) should begin only in the evening after the onset of darkness.  Usually this is too late during the months when Daylight Savings Time is in effect.  If aisle candles are desired, an acolyte or ushers will light them 20 to 30 minutes prior to the wedding.

A unity candle may be purchased by the couple or rented from the florist.  It can be free standing or placed on a wooden pedestal.  The decision to the use of a unity candle and its placement in the sanctuary should be discussed with the Pastor. Again, if a unity candle is used, plastic must be placed under the unity candle to prevent dripping wax from getting on the altar cloths or on the carpet.  It should be noted that a unity candle is not a “requirement” for a wedding and may be omitted.

CHURCH FURNISHINGS
The church furnishings in the altar area, such as the pulpit, lectern, altar and candles may not be removed for any reason.  Also, objects or dividers must not cover up these furnishings.  However, the Christ Candle and baptismal font may be moved, but not removed from the front of the chancel area.

KNEELERS

St. John’s provides a kneeler for the service that matches the furniture in the sanctuary.  There is no need to rent a kneeler from a florist.  Some kneelers owned by florists are inappropriate for Christian worship; those kneelers constructed, where the couple faces each other instead of the altar, physically connoting the worship of the one they are marrying instead of God.
WEDDING DIRECTOR (Optional)
Wedding Directors are an important part of a wedding and can add a great deal to its structure and efficiency.  However, a wedding director’s responsibilities end with getting the bride ready and everyone to the door to enter the church sanctuary.  Once the couple and wedding party enters the sanctuary, they are the responsibility of the pastor and not the wedding director.  As soon as the couple gets to the door following the ceremony they are again the responsibility of the wedding director. We do this so that we may have order.  The pastor will be in charge of the wedding rehearsal and will work very closely with any wedding director.  If you do not have a director and would like to have one, please let the pastor know.  People are available who are capable of handling every need and who are familiar with the church facilities.  It is possible to combine in the same person the duties of the Wedding Director with the person appointed as Wedding Coordinator. 

WEDDING COORDINATOR (not optional)

Since many Wedding Directors are not members of St. John’s, and therefore, are unfamiliar with the facilities and wedding policies of the congregation a specially trained member is appointed by the pastor for the couple.  Prior to the rehearsal and wedding service this person will start and turn off the air conditioner or heat, open and lock the buildings for the guests and florists and answer questions individuals associated with performing the wedding may have.  If the pastor of St. John’s is not present for the wedding the Wedding Coordinator is responsible for enforcing the wedding policies of St. John’s on behalf of the pastor and the Congregation Council.  This means that in those particular situations the wedding coordinator has final word, even over the guest pastor, when it comes to following the wedding policies of St. John’s.  The Wedding Coordinator is paid directly by the couple for every day he or she works, which is usually two days (refer to “Fees and Expenses” later in this document).

MUSIC
The wedding is first and foremost a service of worship.  Therefore, music should be in keeping with the dignity, beauty, and sacredness of a service of worship. There is much secular wedding music, which, though it may be beautiful and acceptable for use at a wedding reception, is not in keeping with the purpose of a church wedding.  Therefore, we ask you to very carefully examine the music that will be used in the wedding and to try to make sure that it is religious and Christian in nature. It should embody high standards of quality and the texts should reflect the praise of God, the steadfast love of Christ for His Church as the foundation and model of love and fidelity in a marriage, and the invocation of God’s presence and blessing. The music selected should not cloud the mood of the service with sentimentality or triteness.  There is a wealth of fine Christian organ pieces and the organist will gladly meet with you to play some of this music to assist in making selections.

Vocalists or instrumentalists for a wedding service should be engaged as early as possible and rehearse with the organist as least one week prior to the wedding date.  Taped music may not be used.  

Because your wedding is a service of worship in which the congregation should participate, you are encouraged to choose one or more hymns to be sung by all.  Begin by considering your favorite hymns or ask the pastor for suggestions.

STATEMENT ON WEDDING MUSIC
By Henry E. Horn, Lutheran Theologian
“There are two places in life where the clear voice of the Christian Church has been drowned in pagan confusion - at weddings and at funerals.  And in both cases, the Christian is the poorer for it.  Especially is this true at weddings.  Romantic love, sentimental ideas about living together in marital bliss, and the confused state of modern ideas have all but buried the Christian idea of marriage as a glorious experience in Christian living.

It is the duty of every Lutheran pastor to instruct people in the meaning of Christian marriage and to marry only those whom he can conscientiously ask the blessing of the church.  If the pastor resists music, which the bride may choose, it is because the pastor is sensitive to the complete change which worldliness threatens to bring into our concept of marriage.  The message proclaimed by your wedding day should be the crystal clear message of your love for Christ, as well as for each other.

Simplicity should be emphasized.  The great beauty of the Lutheran Marriage Service is its brevity, sincerity, and simplicity.  The mere presence of a bride and groom at the altar making their vows before God and congregation provides an abundant romance for most couples”.

APPROPRIATE SCRIPTURE READINGS FOR WEDDINGS

Generally, there are three separate scripture lessons read in Lutheran services of worship: an Old Testament Lesson, an Epistle Lesson, and the Holy Gospel.  Couples planning their wedding are invited to select a lesson from each of the following sections of Bible lessons, or in consultation with the pastor, choose appropriate alternative scripture readings.

Old Testament

Psalm 33, 100, 117, 128, 136, or 150

Genesis 1:26-31

Genesis 2:18-24

Song of Solomon 2:10-13

Song of Solomon 8:7

Isaiah 63:7-9

Epistle

Romans 12:1-2

I Corinthians 12:31-13:13

Ephesians 5:21-33

Philippians 4: 4-7

1 John 4: 7-12

Holy Gospel

Matthew 19:4-6

John 2:1-10

John 15:9-12

THE MEDITATION
Following the reading of scripture, the pastor may deliver a meditation.   A meditation is a brief sermon, usually 5-10 minutes, which relates the scripture lessons to the wedding at hand, and which reminds all who are present that marriage is a gift from God to his beloved creation. 
THE ORGANIST
The Minister of Music of St. John’s should be considered the primary choice as organist for the wedding.  However, if he or she is unavailable or should the couple have another preference the pastor needs to be consulted.  Permission to engage another organist must be obtained from the Pastor and the organist of the church.  Our church organist, besides being an excellent musician, is most familiar with the instrument and understands the type of music that is acceptable.  Other musicians could be very unfamiliar with our instruments. 

In making compensation to the organist, bear in mind that you are contracting professional services.  They do not merely spend the half-hour that the actual wedding takes, but the time required to select music, meet with the couple, and rehearse, plus the time before and after the wedding and the rehearsal.  It is your responsibility to contract the organist, and in consultation with the organist, select the music for the wedding.  The organist fee is the responsibility of the couple.  If you desire to have soloist (s) or instrumentalist, please consult with the Pastor, giving names, addresses, and phone numbers of those you plan to include in the service.  The organist will also need to contact these persons. They may also be entitled to renumeration.  Please see the section entitled “Fee and Expenses. 
THE VOCALIST OR INSTRUMENTALIST
We ask that you make your own financial arrangements with any vocalist or instrumentalist you might engage for your wedding.  Music used must be of a distinctly Christian nature.  The Minister of Music from St. John’s must approve all music.   If there is any question, please consult with the pastor.    The vocalist or instrumentalist should furnish all music to the organist in the correct key.  A rehearsal with the organist must be scheduled before the hour of the wedding rehearsal.

THE BULLETIN (Wedding Program/Order of Service)
Bulletins are usually needed to assist guests with the service, provide names and roles of persons in the wedding, as well as other useful information.  Smaller, more intimate weddings may opt not to use a bulletin.  Colorful wedding bulletins, which are blank on one side, may be ordered through the church office.  Or you may wish to purchase them at one of the many religious bookstores in the area.  The bulletin may be typed and printed at the church, provided it is delivered to the secretary at least two weeks before the wedding.  The actual order of service will be done in consultation with the pastor, who will provide samples of other wedding bulletins. If you have the bulletins printed outside the church, they should be delivered to the church at least two days before the wedding.

The bulletin should include:

1. The full names of the persons being married;

2. Place and time of wedding;

3. All music (titles and composers);

4. Order of Service (done in consultation with the Pastor);

5. Names of persons taking part in the service;

6. Names of parents (optional)

7. Address of couple (optional);

8. Directions to reception (optional);

9. Message from the couple (optional);

10. Identifying altar flowers as memorial/honorarium (optional).

HOLY COMMUNION
The Sacrament of the Lord’s Table may be celebrated during the wedding.  If so, the invitation to commune will be extended to all present, as done by this congregation Sunday, and only properly authorized persons will assist in the distribution. The pastor can help you arrange the order of service accordingly.  Typically, Holy Communion is not administered at weddings because some guests may not be baptized or receptive to communion outside their home congregation or denomination, thus making individuals uncomfortable or embarrassed.

RICE, BIRD SEED & BUBBLES

Traditionally rice has been tossed in the air above the couple’s heads as they were leaving the sanctuary or reception.  We have some concerns when the couple is leaving the sanctuary.  We do not allow rice to be thrown because it is environmentally harmful to birds who might try to digest it.  Bird seed is allowed to be thrown outside the front door of the sanctuary, however, there will be a $50 deposit that will be returned to the couple following the wedding and clean up of the bird seed.  The problem arises in that moisture in the form of dew or rain makes the ground slick and somebody on Sunday morning (or even at the wedding if it is raining) can slip and fall.  Modern weddings are using bubbles and this we encourage.

THE REHEARSAL
The Rehearsal time and date will be set with the pastor.  Normally, this will be the evening before the wedding.  All members of the wedding party must be in attendance.  The rehearsal is a preparation for a sacred service of worship.  The wedding party is encouraged to maintain appropriate behavior in the nave of the church.  Most wedding rehearsals are forty-five minutes to one hour in length of time.  Therefore, ALL participants are asked to be prompt and attentive.

PHOTOGRAPHER
The marriage service is a sacred service that should have no intrusions; such as those occur when some people take pictures.  Therefore, the taking of flash photographs in the church while the wedding is in progress is strictly forbidden.  Flash pictures may be taken at the rear of the sanctuary as the bride enters and as the bridal couple recesses.  Photos without a flash may be taken during the ceremony.  Photographers will remain stationary once the service begins and are to be located in inconspicuous areas in the sanctuary; typically a tripod is set up in the rear of the sanctuary.  “Staged pictures” may be taken in the chancel area before people begin gathering for the ceremony and after.

Professional photographers observe these rules.  FRIENDS AND RELATIVES OF THE COUPLE ARE OFTEN UNACQUAINTED WITH THEM. THEY SHOULD BE INFORMED ABOUT THESE RULES BY THE COUPLE AND REQUESTED TO OBSERVE THEM.

In order to expedite the taking of pictures after the ceremony, it is well to give the photographer a list of the groups or persons that you wish to be photographed.  It is also advisable to give the photographer a time limit in which you want the pictures to be taken following the service.  This is very important, since many of your guests will be waiting for the reception to begin.  Therefore, either give your photographer a list of pictures and/or a time limit that you wish to be placed on taking photographs after the service.  This also means that receiving lines at the rear of the church are highly discouraged.  It is more enjoyable for the bridal couple to greet guests at the reception after the pictures are completed.

The video taping of a ceremony is permitted by request.  The equipment and the operation is the responsibility of the wedding party.  The person taping the service will be placed in one or two locations by the pastor and are not to move during the wedding, thus minimizing distractions during the ceremony.  No camera is permitted in the chancel (no exceptions); however, one may positioned at one of the side doors near the chairs in the chancel.  No extra lights should be used. 

WEDDING SERVICE

The actual service can be found in the worship book in use at St. John’s. While this is used as the general framework of the service, many options are available.  The pastor will talk to you about the service during the pre-marital sessions and can give you a photocopy of the service.  Additional vows for your selection may be found later in this information or one can be created by the couple, but with final approval by the pastor.  

CHILDREN IN THE WEDDING PARTY
The use of flower girls and ring bearers can add a great deal to your wedding.  However, we do not recommend using very young children in the wedding party.  Experience has shown that children become frightened during the actual service, especially due to the crowd, and may disrupt or cause embarrassment.  We always like to warn that anyone under the age of six years old is totally unpredictable when it comes to getting in front of people. Children who have reached the age of seven are usually cooperative.  An adult, not in the wedding party, must be designated by the bride in advance to be responsible for any children in the wedding party.   This is something to consider as you make a selection. 

RECEPTIONS
Each wedding party is responsible for securing its own catering service and making arrangements for food service and decorations at the wedding reception.  The Fellowship Building may be used for receptions with some restrictions. Fellowship building rules are printed in St. John’s Church Yearbook.  Please refer to them or ask the pastor for a copy of them.

The cleanup of the fellowship building is the responsibility of the bridal couple, unless you hire someone to come in following the reception to clean.  The use of the tables and chairs are permissible and there is not additional charge.  Oversight of those using the Fellowship Building is delegated to the Property Committee of St. John’s.  Non-members are required to pay a fee (please consult the “Fees and Expenses” section). 

THE MARRIAGE LICENSE
The marriage license can be applied for at the Office of the Register of Deeds, located in the Courthouse in Concord.   The license must be issued in any North Carolina county.  The license is void after 60 days from the date of issuance.  It is to be delivered to the church office any time during the week prior to the wedding and no later than the time of the rehearsal.  The age requirement for the issuance of a marriage license in Cabarrus County is 18 for both male and female.  Those applying for a marriage license must present a driver’s license at the time of application.  Males and females under the age of 18 may obtain a license through the sworn consent of one parent or legal guardian of each person under 18.  A birth certificate is required to accompany anyone applying for a marriage license under the age of 18

WEDDING REGISTRATION
At the first session with the pastor, the couple will fill out a registration form.    The form is designed to serve as a worksheet to organize the numerous details in planning a wedding at St. John’s.

PASTORAL AIM
Our hope is to help you prepare for a beautiful wedding that gives glory to God and provides inspiration for years to come.  Through premarital counseling, we hope to help you lay a solid foundation for a marriage that endures the test of time in which you “find delight in each other and grow in holy love until life’s end.”

FINANCIAL ARRANGEMENTS
The church does not charge members of St. John’s for the use of the sanctuary for a wedding, however, there is a fee for non-members.  We believe very strongly that God’s house is the most appropriate place to begin your marriage.  The use of electricity for air-conditioning, heat and lighting is part of our ministry to the community.  The following items are miscellaneous charges that responsible Christian stewardship requires that we cover.  

1.  After each wedding, the church requires cleaning and vacuuming.  If one of the wedding couple is a member, and if the couple selects to clean the church, it should be done IMMEDIATELY following the wedding/reception, especially since most weddings are on Saturdays, the day before Sunday worship.  The church and narthex should be vacuumed and all outside steps swept.  The fellowship building should be cleaned, swept and the garbage carried to the dumpster.  If you hire our cleaning staff, you must contact them prior to the wedding.  Their number is available from the church office.  You will pay the cleaning fee directly to the cleaning staff member.

2.  If the pastor and couple utilize the “Prepare/Enrich” Marriage profile during the pre-marital sessions a fee paid to Prepare/Enrich in Minneapolis for scoring the profile will be the responsibility of the couple. 

3.  Candelabra and Unity Candle: It is the responsibility of the bridal party to secure candelabra, candles and Unity Candle from a florist.  The couple may choose to buy a Unity Candle.

4.  Organist: The payment of $75.00 ($100.00 for non-members) for the Minister of Music to play the organ is the responsibility of the bridal party.    A check should be written directly to the organist and presented on the day of the wedding.

5.  Honorariums for the Pastor: This is at the discretion of the individuals. The amount, if they so desire, is left up to the bridal couple.  The pastor for performing a wedding does not charge a fee.  If you wish to give him an honorarium, you may do so.

We hope that this helps you in making the plans for your wedding at St. John’s Lutheran Church.  We truly count it a privilege to share in this most important part of your life.  We hope and pray that it will be a great experience and that God’s blessing and presence within your marriage will continue to grow throughout the years.  If you have any questions, please write them down and bring them to the next pre-marriage counseling session.  God be with you as you plan for this glorious day in your lives!

FEES AND EXPENSES:

St. John’s Church does not conduct weddings services for a profit.  Responsible Christian stewardship, however, requires that certain expenses be covered.  Traditionally, wedding fees are the bride’s responsibility, with the election of the pastor’s honorarium, which is usually the responsibility of the bridegroom.

WEDDING




MEMBERS


NON-MEMBERS

*Church Nave




No Charge


$150.00

  Custodian




$75.00 or 


$ 75.00






            family may clean

   Organist




$ 75.00


 $100.00

   Soloist/Instrumentalist   
                        Professional Fee

 Professional Fee

   Wedding Coordinator


$ 30.00 “per day”

 $ 30.00 “per day”

   Pastor’s Honorarium                (Bridegroom’s responsibility - Amount at his discretion)

RECEPTION
* Fellowship Building



No Charge


 $ 75.00

   Custodian




To be agreed upon by couple and cleaning staff.

REHEARSAL DINNER (traditionally the responsibility of the bridegroom)

* Fellowship Building



No Charge

             $ 75.00


* Kitchen




No Charge


 $ 25.00

   Custodian




$ 50.00, or family

 $ 50.00

                                                                                 may clean

CANDLES
   Unity Candle (optional)


(Bought by the couple or rented)

   Other Candelabra  (optional)            
(Paid directly to Rental Service or Florist)

*Deposit for throwing bird-seed.

$50.00

* = Fees payable to the church.  All other fees are payable directly to individuals.

DAMAGE DEPOSIT/INSURANCE

In the unlikely case that any damage should achier to church property, the bridal couple will be responsible for the costs incurred.

PLANNING FOR THE REHEARSAL DINNER:

Suggestions for the Bridegroom and His Parents

1.  The rehearsal dinner can provide a good opportunity to bind two families and their friends together.  Planning to make it a happy occasion can create memories that spark family relationships for years to come.  Good humor and warm affection extended to all are far more important than the level of luxury or the items on the menu.  Bride and bridegroom should review the plan in detail well in advance so that both families are clear about the expectations.

2.  The rehearsal dinner is traditionally the responsibility of the bridegroom and his parents.  They are the host of this meal and therefore, bear the costs.  Such a dinner following the rehearsal is traditional even though the bridegroom’s family may live out of town.  There are a variety of eating establishments suited for such a dinner, with private accommodations. Consult the Pastor for ideas. If the couple would like to use Fellowship Building for the rehearsal dinner, please keep in mind that alcoholic beverages are not allowed on St. John’s Church property.  (Refer to “Rules & Regulations for St. John’s Fellowship Building” in the annual directory.)

3.  Who is invited?  The members of the wedding party are invited.  The rehearsal dinner is normally not a “family reunion”, so only those family members who are formally seated are included in the rehearsal dinner.  On the bridegroom’s side, any relatives who may have traveled great distances to be present for the wedding may be included in the dinner.  Of course, the couple has the final say and may limit the number.

4.  What should happen at a rehearsal dinner?  The hosts greet the guests as they arrive.  If cocktails are served in advance, they mingle with the guests helping them to feel comfortable and to meet the other members of the wedding party.  When the meal is to begin, the host calls the people to their places assigned by the host.  A blessing should precede the meal.  The pastor or the host should offer the blessing.  Program length varies from family to family.  At the end of the meal, the host(s) should publicly thank the entire wedding party for their willingness to be present at the wedding, and should make a statement of gratitude for the marriage, and give a word of encouragement to the bride and bridegroom.  It is also desirable for a representative of each family to offer a statement of joy and encouragement or a toast and invite others to do likewise.  Usually, siblings of the bride and bridegroom and others in the wedding party will spontaneously add their short remarks or toasts.

6.  After the address by the host(s) and the toasts, the bridal couple may want to respond to the comments and then distribute gifts to the wedding party.  It is always appreciated if the bride and bridegroom formally introduce each member of their own respective families and friends and give short explanation why that person was asked to participate in the wedding.  Often family members and spouses at the wedding are not aware of such details and it is a gracious way to give recognition to those who have gone to considerable effort to be present.

7. It is the responsibility of the host(s) to let the people know when the event is officially over and the guests are welcomed to begin to depart as they prepare for the wedding day tomorrow. 

[Please detach this page and the next to distribute to the appropriate professionals.]

------------------------------------------------------cut here---------------------------------------------------
ADDENDUM I


ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH


INSTRUCTIONS FOR THE PHOTOGRAPHER

The marriage service is a sacred service that should have no intrusions; such as those occur when some people take pictures.  Therefore, the taking of flash photographs in the church while the wedding is in progress is strictly forbidden.  Flash pictures may be taken at the rear of the sanctuary as the bride enters and as the bridal couple recesses.  Photos without a flash may be taken during the ceremony.  Photographers will remain stationary once the service begins and are to be located in inconspicuous areas in the sanctuary; typically a tripod is set up in the rear of the sanctuary.  

“Staged pictures” may be taken in the chancel area before people begin gathering for the ceremony and after.  A short time for the sanctuary to empty will be allowed before the wedding party re-enters.  Photographs of the bride and the bridesmaids may be taken in the dressing room if the bride so desires.  They may also be taken of the groom and groomsmen before the service, but must not interfere with the ushers’ responsibilities.  The bride should consult with and supply to the photographer well in advance of the wedding rehearsal, a list of all pictures she would like to have taken during the day and following the service for the posed pictures.  The photos to be taken first should be the bridal couple with the Pastor(s) and any other pictures with the Pastor(s) that may be requested by the couple.

------------------------------------------------------cut here---------------------------------------------------

ADDENDUM II


ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH


INSTRUCTIONS FOR VIDEOGRAPHER

The video taping of a ceremony is permitted by request.  The equipment and the operation is the responsibility of the wedding party.  The person taping the service will be placed in one or two locations by the pastor and are not to move during the wedding, thus minimizing distractions during the ceremony.  No camera is permitted in the chancel (no exceptions); however, a camera may be placed at one of the side doors near the chairs in the chancel.  No extra lights will be allowed during the ceremony. 

------------------------------------------------------cut here---------------------------------------------------

ADDENDUM III

ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH


INSTRUCTIONS FOR THE FLORIST
No flowers may be placed directly on the altar.  However, two bouquets of live cut flowers may be placed directly in the altar vases on either end of the altar.  Flowers in the church are not for decoration, but are symbols of God the Creator, and as such, must be designed to adorn the chancel, not compete with it.  Flowers should never reach higher than the altar cross and, if at all possible, not to rise above the altar candles.  The florist will be responsible for the arrangement of the flowers and delivery on the day of the wedding at least two hours in advance of the time of the service.  Artificial flowers are not to be used.  Additional flowers and greenery should be used only sparingly and should not deny access to any spot in the chancel.  If ribbons are used for the pews, the florist should properly fit the ribbons in accordance with each pew.

The use of candles during the wedding service is very important and symbolic.  The two candles that are in the sanctuary on the altar are to remain in that position during weddings.  They may be lighted along with the other candles, but they are not to be removed for any reason whatsoever.  Other candelabra may be placed in the altar area in consultation with the pastor, florist, and the bridal couple. Candles from temporary candelabras should not stand higher than the candles on the altar and definitely not higher than the altar cross.  A pair of brass, 7-candle, candelabras is available at most florists and are suitable for the wedding service.  Artificial or spring-loaded candles should not be used due to their unpredictability, therefore, wax candles are recommended.  With the use of candelabra, plastic protectors must be placed under them to protect the carpet from dripping wax.  Contrary to what some may tell you, there is no such thing as a “drip-less” candle.  Extra candelabra are not “required” for a wedding.

A unity candle may be purchased by the couple or rented from the florist.  It can be free standing or placed on a wooden pedestal.  The decision to the use of a unity candle and its placement in the sanctuary should be discussed with the Pastor. Again, if a unity candle is used, plastic must be placed under the unity candle to prevent dripping wax from getting on the altar cloths or on the carpet.  It should be noted that a unity candle is not a “requirement” for a wedding and may be omitted.

St. John’s provides a kneeler for the service that matches the furniture in the sanctuary.  There is no need to rent a kneeler from a florist.  Some kneelers owned by florists are inappropriate for Christian worship; those kneelers constructed, where the couple faces each other instead of the altar, physically connoting the worship of the one they are marrying instead of God.

All flowers, ribbons, bridal and attendant’s flowers and candelabra should be in place in the church at least two hours in advance of the time of the service. Entrance into the church should be planned in consultation with the church office and the Wedding Coordinator during the week prior to the service during normal business hours at (704) 436-6081.

[Take this page off, complete it and return it to the pastor.]

AGREEMENT BETWEEN THOSE DESIRING TO BE MARRIED AT

ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH

AND THE CONGREGATION COUNCIL OF ST. JOHN’S

We, the prospective bride and groom, have read in its entirety the booklet, “Wedding Guidelines and Policies,” of St. John's Lutheran Church and agree to abide by the policies as stated.  We understand that a date will not be reserved on the church calendar until the form is returned to the pastor.  

Also, we understand that the risk of not abiding by St. John’s “Wedding Guidelines and Policies” is that those professionals employed for the wedding may not be allowed back to participate in future weddings at this church.

Our signatures below attest that we have read this booklet and we agree to its terms. 

__________________________________________                     ____________________
                                              (Bride’s signature)                                                                                                      (Date)
____________________________________                  _________________
                                              (Groom’s signature)                                                                                                    (Date)

Three possible wedding dates in order of preference:

1.  _______________          2.  ________________          3.  ________________
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